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By TARIQ KHONJI
A NEW “mini health
centre™ is being built Tor
inmates  at  the Jaw
Central Prison.

Tl ntre will have all
the lities of a small hos-
pital, including heds for in-
patients, said prison offi-
cials yesterday.

Prisons  administration
officer Major Rashid Abdul
Rahman  Abdul  Ghaffar
said the new centre will be
an  addition 10 existing
health Tacilities,

“Right now, we have an
infirmary in each of our
four prison buildings
doctors pay routine v
o 1 prison twice a
week,” he said.

“Ihe new health centre
expatded med-
es, permanent
wa beds for in-

paticnts.

“It will make life easier
for us and for the inmates.
For example, right now we
cannot give our prisoners

any pills or other drugs in
case they try to misuse
them.

“In the health centre, we
will have in-patients and
will be able to control their
hehaviour better.

“The centre is expected
1o be completed by the end
of the year and in use early
next year," said Maj Abdul
Gihaflar.

He was speaking to the
Press during a tour ol the

Forgery convict |

THERE is no shortage of time for
‘ prisoners at the Jaw Central Prison
and many there choose to make the
..most-of it by taking part in the
many activities on offer.

Take prisoner Ahmed Al Ammadi
for example, who was jailed for 18
years for writing over BD480,000 in
forged cheques.

He is now putting his talents to
more lawful uses as a calligrapher
and editor of the prison’s in-house
magazine, calle The Prisoner
Magazine. :

Mr'Al Ammadi, who was a busi-
nessman before being convicted,
accepts contributions from other
prisoners and then hand writes the

entire magazine,

“] forged many cheques and was
sentenced to 18 years,” he sald.

“[ am glad that I am being given
an opportunity to learn something
useful. We publish the magazine
and distribute it among the prison-
ers as soon as 1 gather enough
material for an Issue, 1 write the
whole thing by hand.

“We pet oll kinds of contribu-
tions' including cartoons and
poems. In each issue, a prisoner
fells about the erime he is alleged to
have committed. “In our latest
issue we huve a prisoner who wrote

about how he killed his wife,” con-

tinued Mr Al Ammadi.’

; T I‘ Ea"g

" He''said the treatment-'by the
prison officials has been' fair.
“If we behave well, we are treat-
ed well, 1 am pleased with the treat-
ment that [ have received.

Mr Al Ammadi was speaking to

the GDN during a Press tour of the
Jaw Central Prison yesterday.

His ' colleague, Hassan Ali

Mohammed Mansouri, also a busi--

nessman, has served eight years of

a 10-year sentence for murder, a

charge he denies.
I “f was accused of murdering my
secretary but it Is not true,” he
sald,

Mr Mansouri now works at the
prison’s carpentry workshop.

K

“I had some past experience in
carpentry but not much. 1 learned
most of what I know here,” he con-
tinued, 3

Mr Mansourl said although he
would like to be free, he is making
the best of his time.

“I have nine children, three girls
and six boys. My business is still
running smoothly without me, so
my family are doing all right linan-
ly,” he said.

A Narcotics Anonymous member,
who calls himsell Adel M, has
served two years of a two-and-a-
half-year sentence. 3

He is looking forward to his

prison’s facilities.

‘The event is part of a series
of Press visits to Interior
Ministry facilities, which aim
to strengthen its relationship
with local media

The prison consists of four
main buildings. The oldest,
built in 1979, can house up to
100 prisoners but is not cur-
rently being used and is
awniting renovation work,

Building two is the prison’s
main building and has the
capacity o accommodate
over 300 prisoners.

Building three is used only
to isolate prisoners with seri-
ous contagious discases and is

currently empty.

Building four, the newest ol
the buildings, can also house
over 300 people.

The prison’s 266 inmates

are  currently  housed  in
Buitding two.
Prison  officer in-charge

n Riyadh Khalil Al
aid the reason that most
of the prison is emply is
st of the inmates
pardoned by  His
Majesty the King in 2000.

Capt Al Fiza' said the pris-
ons’ facilities  have Iaccn
upgraded over the yers to
meet most international stan-
dards.

“LEach of the four buildings
is equipped with an area for
inmates to play sports such as
basketball, football, volley-
ball and other games,” he
said,

“Alsa, we have speakers in
each prison cell for prisoners
1o listen to the radio.”

Prisoners, said Capt Al
Fiza®, arc served a variety of
dishes three times a day.

“We alternate between fish,
meat and chicken dishes,” he
said,

Maj Abdul Ghaffar said
prisoners are also allowed to
buy additional snacks and
other groceries from  the

prison store,

“These items are offered al
discounted  prices. They
include snacks, soft’ drinks,
cigarettes, washing powder,
shampoo and others,” he said.

“The prisoners’ families are
allowed to deposit money in
the prisoners’ names and we
deduct the payment from
there. We sometimes also
give them cash rewards for
good behaviour,” he said.

There are also several dif-
ferent kinds of workshops and
other facilities to keep prison-
ers busy.

There are carpentry and
painting workshops, a music

room, a library and o parden
for growing crops and plants.

The mwusic  room is
equipped with guitars, key-
boards, drums and other
instruments.

A new multi-purpose hall is
also being constructed for the
inmates, who now play games
and conduct their activities
outdoors.

Prisons director Colonel
Abdul Rahman Al Muraikhi
said the prisoners are also
given all the tools and materi-
al they need to practise hoh-
bies.

“They make handicrafis,
models” and other artworks.

Voting facility for
Bahrainis abroad

BAHRAINIS living abrond will bhe able 1o
take part in the parliamentary elections, it was
revealed yesterday.

A voting mechanism has been put in place
with the help of the Foreign Ministry and

E 'k i vl consulates, said elee-
tions execulive clor Shaikh Ahmed bin
Ateyatalla Al Khalifa.

“We went through the same experience dur-
ing the voting on th jonal Action o
Charter  lust ye Shaikh
Ahmed.

“Ihere is a dilference this time,
beeause the voter. registered in
the 40 electoral districts which guar-
antees that each voter will only vote §
once for a candidate listed in his dis-
trict.

“Wahrainis  living  incountries
where there are our embassies or con-
sulates will cast their votes in those
places.”

Shaikh Ahmed said details of the
voting mechanism for people living
in countries with no Bahraini embassies or con-
sulates woukl be announeed later.

A govermment commitiee is working on the
varions election processes in co-ordination with

said

the five supervisory — centres in o ecach
Giovernorate,
The designated  centres  are:  Capital

marate — Khawla Sccondary School for
. Manama; Mubarrag Governorate — Al
v Secondary Schoot for Boys; Northern
snorate - Shaikl Mohammed bin: Khalifa
nediate School for Boys, Buduiyu; Ce niral

W Shalkh Ahmed ...
voting abroad

. tions from the gandidy

By SOMAN BABY

e — Isa Town Intermediate School
. and Southern Governorale — Wesl
Secondary School for Girls.

ch centre s headed by a j 5

Shaikh Ahmed said the majority of the offi-
cials who were employed for the municipality
clections  were being  deployed for the work
related to the October 24 elections,

“As these offi are well
4 trained for clection jobs, we want o
make use of their expertise for the
forthcoming elections,” he added.

“We have selected the best of
them, who will now undergo some
relresher courses.”

Shaikh Ahmed said the conmit-
tee was working to raise the level
1 of awarcness among the people
about the different stages of the
elections.

“We are also preparing a few
contingency plans 1o make sure that
the whole clection process goes safely and
oothly,™ e added.

The election supreme committee is chaired by
jee and Islamic Affairs Shaikh Abdulla bin
Khalid Al Khalifu,

Shaikh Ahmied is heading the higher generil
supervisory commitiee.

A third committee will prepare the candidate’s
timetable, receive nomination applications and
cheek the list of candidates

The commitiee will start aceepling nomina-
es on September 14,

].

|
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tevelop calligraphic skills

“I am glad for this support group
which helps us to control our addic-

tions.

“I hope to become a productive

member of society when
relensed,”

S
~——Some prisoners, lowever, spoke of
ne of the problems they were facing

n the prison.

Indian Sukhwinder Singh said he
winted to be transferred to another
cell hecause he is not getting along

with his roommates.

“My roommates smoke a lot and I
can’t live with it because I am sick
with stomach problems. 1 want to be

moved to a different cell,” he
Sayed Jalal Al Ghani elai

They can take all their art-
works hack home with them
hut some choose 1o leave their
work behind Tor our in-house
museum,”™ he said.

“IF they donate their work
o use. we enler lhclll inln
exhibitions und alse use them
as give aways Lo people who
visit us,”

In the carpentry workshop,
however, the inmates produce
lurniture, cabins and other
items for use in the prison or
elsewhere by the Interior
Ministry.

“The carpentry workshops
are purely voluntary but some
prisoners choose to join them

said.
med he

I am

because they learn a cralt,”
he said,

Each prisoner is allowed
up to eight hours a day in
the library and can also
check out books. according
to  prisoner Ahmed Al
Mehza, who has been placed
in charge of the prison
library,

“The prisoners can check
out books and take them to
their cells or they can read
them in the library,” he said.

“The most popular books
are the novels, the religious
books and the English lan-
guage books,

“We also have a wide

was beaten by a police officer.

“I had an argument with my room-
mate and was taken to see the officer.
He beat me,” he said.

Prisons administration officer Maj
Rashid Abdul Ghaffar said Mr Al
Ghani provoked the attack by assault-
ing the officer first. g

“He reached out and grabbed the
officer by the front of his shirt and
was punished for it. The officer was
acting in self defence,” he said.

Mr Al Ghanl also complained about
being strip searched.

“We don't like being strip searched.
They make us take all our clothes off
except for a small covering,” he said,

Maj Abdul Ghaffar said it is an

said.

international practice to strip search
prisoners when they come into the
prison and when they leave.

“We let them wear a covering on
their private parts. We ask them fo sit
down and then stand so that If they
have anything hidden, it falls off,” he

* Another prisoner, who did not want
to be named, complained that his rel-
atives were not allowed to bring him
his own blanket.’

“The prison authorities are not

allowing me to bring my blanket into

said,

selection of magazines and
newspapers.”

Mr Al Mehza is a former
mechanical engineer who was
sentenced to seven years in
prison on a drugs charge. He
has so far served four years,

Col Al Muraikhi said the
Jaw Central Prison is only
used for prisoners who scrve

“terms  longer  than  three
months,
He _said  prisoners  are

grouped according to many
factors. “We try not to put the
younger  prisoners, aped
between 17 ad 21, in the same
cells as the older ones,” he
said.

ABOUT 1,735
St Christop-
her’s School
children,
aged four to
I8 years,
have gone
back to
school alter
the summer
holidnys,

the break.

the prison, I don’t want to use the
prison blanket, which has been used
by so many people before me,” he

“We also keep prisoners
with contagious diseases away
from other prisoners to avoid
epidemics.

“Sometimes, prisoners pet
warried if a person is an HIV
cirrier but we don’t keep those
prisoners segregated because
their disease is not contagious
excepl through blood transfu-
sions and sexual activity.

“We keep them in separate
cells but we let them mix with
other prisoners during meals
and other activities.

“If the prisoners” medical
reports clearly state that they
don’t have contagious discases
then why should we punish

them for no reason by keeping
them in isolation?”

Maj Abdul Ghaffar said
prisoners are allowed visits by
family members once a month
for two hours,

“Most prisons don’t let
prisoners  receive  puests
except hehind a glass screen,
We let them meet théir fami-
lies face 1o face,” he said.

“They are allowed 0 meet
up to 16 people during cach
visit but if we are talking
abowt direct family members
such as brothers and sisters
there is no limi,*

Col Al Muraikhi added
prisoners are sometimes given
48 houss off on special occa-
sions,

“This i something we start-
ed about four years ago, Right
now we mainly give them the
time off during Ramadan. The
prisoners are allowed 10 leave
and we trust them to come
back when their 48 hours are
up.

“This privilege is only for
prisoners sentenced 1o certain
types of crimes. They should
also have reputation for good
behaviour and be more than
two thirds into their sen-
tences.”

Col Al Muraikhi said pris-
oners were also allowed out
when there is a death in the
family.

“Sometimes, we let the
prisoners go on their own and
sometimes they are accompa-
nied by guards. It depends on
the case in question,” he
pointed,

Prisoner’s
complaint
dismissed

A CLAIM by a British man
convicted of manslaughter
that he was beaten by prison
guards was dismissed yes-
terday by prison director
Ahdul Rahman Al
Muraikhi,

Mr Al Muraikhi says Richard
Mechan’s claim s not true.

“He has exaggerated things
many times before, We will
be preparing a letter listing
all the prob) that he has
caused us in the pust and
will submit it to the British
Embassy,”” he sald,

Mechan's er Clerry
Mechan wrote an official
letter of complaint 1o Mr Al
Muraikhi regarding  the
matter.

““I am outruged that 2 number
of prison guards made an
attack on rd on
Monday, Ay
he was b
bus,” hie said in his leffer:

Mechan was convicted in 2000
of  stabbing 1o death
American Marshall Earl
Emmons and sentenced to
15 years, which was reduced
to seven years on appeal.

"The Court of Cassation found
in Januvary that Mechan
was acting in self-defence
and the cuse was sent to the
High Appeat Court to be
reconsiderced in May.

His sentence was then reduced
to five years, including the
two and a half alrendy
served. Mr Mechan is set to
appear al the rt of
Cassation again on October
28,

Mr Emmons died on January
4, 2000, at Mechan's home
in Saar. Mechan was work-
ing a8 an information tech-
nology consultant for Saudi
Aramco at the

TIRED??

3 . e .
Trade in your old mattress for

a completely new one at very
resonable prices

BED CENTER

Opp. Al Ahli Club, Tel: 740448 Fax; 740165
, .. E-mail: hedcenir@batelco.com.bh
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